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should consist in something more than words,
the giving of something dear to the worshiper.
Among the ancients sacrifices were often
offered to counteract the wicked disposition
of a god or to turn aside his wrath.
The sacrifices offered by the Jews are the
most noteworthy. They were of two types—
the bloody, and those without blood—that is,
animal sacrifices and sacrifices of the fruits
of the land. The animal offerings included
the burnt offering, a lamb, male, without
blemish, offered twice daily for the people, in
the name of the nation; the peace offering, a
lamb or goat, male or female, without blem-
ish, offered by families at new moons, or on
special occasions of thanksgiving; and the
guilt offering made by individuals for cleans-
ing from, sin, and, once a year by the High
Priest, on Atonement Bay, for the sins of the
nation. Details of the sacrifices are found in
the book of Leviticus. Few religions, whether
ancient or modern, have omitted sacrifices
from among their rites. The ancestors of all
the existing races in Europe practiced human
sacrifices, and similar usages widely prevailed
throughout the world.
SADDLE, a seat placed on a horse's back
for the rider. In early ages, the rider sat on
the bare back of his horse, but in course of
time some kind of covering was placed over
the back of the animal. Such coverings be-
came afterward more costly and were some-
times richly decorated. The modern riding
saddle consists of the tree, generally of beech,
the seat, the skirts and the flaps, of tanned
pig's skin. The construction and weight vary
according to the purposes for which it is to be
used, Among the varieties are racing saddles,
military saddles, hunting saddles, and side-
saddles, for ladies.
SADDTJCEES, sad'u seez, one of the two
chief sects or parties among the Jews at the
time of Christ. The sect had its origin among
the aristocracy, and most of the high offices
were held by its members. The high priests
Annas and Caiphas were Sadducees. Jose-
phus, the Jewish historian, said of them:
"They had only the rich on their side, but
not the common people." A constant feud
existed between the Pharisees and Saddu-
cees, The latter adhered to the Law of Moses,
but rejected the oral law; they denied the
resurrection of the dead, and did not believe
m angels and spirits. After the destruction
of Jerusalem by Titus, the .Sadducees disap*
Beared. S,e0
 SADOWA, sah'doliijdh, battle op (also
known as the Battle of Koniggratz), a battle
fought July 3, 1866, between the Austrians
and the Prussians in the village of Sadowa,
in Bohemia, the Austrians suffering defeat.
It was the decisive engagement of the Seven
Weeks' "War, and as a result Prussia became
the leading state of the North German Con-
federation and ultimately of the German Em-
pire. See seven weeks' war.
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SAFE, a steel box, used to protect valua-
bles from fire and burglars. Safes have dou-
ble walls of steel, with a space between,
usually six or eight inches wide, filled with
some substance which does not readily eon-
duct heat. Most compositions used for this
purpose contain clay, gypsum and alum, or
some similar substance. Sometimes the space
contains bottles filled with water. In case of
fire the water forms steam, which protects
the inner wall from heat. The outside casing
of a safe is made of very hard steel, and the
plates and doors are fitted with the greatest
care, so as not to admit even of the finest
pointed tool to the joints. The door is fas-
tened by a combination lock, which is manip-
ulated by the turning of a handle. When
the door is locked and the combination is
manipulated, the door cannot be opened until
the necessary number of turns have been
given to the indicator. Safes used in banks
usually have the time for opening regulated
by a clock, and are considered more nearly
proof against burglars than safes without this
device. The modern
vault is a large safe
built up of alternate
layers of steel plates.
SAPETY LAMP, a
lamp for lighting coal
mines without exposing
the miners to the ex-
plosion of a gas called
fire damp. The first
safety lamp was in-
vented by Sir Hum-
phry Davy in 1816, and
until quite recently his
pattern, with some
slight modifications, was
in general use. It con-
sists of an ordinary oil
lamp, surrounded by a safety lamp ^
cylinder of wire gauze of fine mesh, which is
locked over the lamp after it is lighted. The
heat of the flame wJH not pass through this

